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Local News 
Weather-delayed vaccine doses to arrive in Georgia next week as state opens new sites – Atlanta Journal Constitution 
By J. Scott Trubey
About 100,000 doses of coronavirus vaccine delayed by winter storms are expected to arrive in Georgia next week, as state officials prepare to open four new mass vaccination sites to reach seniors in underserved communities.
Severe weather that battered other parts of the country disrupted distribution of Moderna and Pfizer shipments nationwide and led to postponements of inoculations in parts of Georgia. State and local health officials said Friday they hope to soon notify affected residents when their appointments can be rescheduled.
The Georgia Department of Public Health (DPH) said that depending on the weather, the delayed doses should arrive in the next several days. Winter storms delayed about 97,200 doses from Moderna and about 3,900 doses from Pfizer, DPH spokeswoman Nancy Nydam said.
The delayed Pfizer doses are slated to arrive by Monday, and the delayed Moderna doses are expected by the end of week, Nydam said. The state also expects to receive its regular allotment of about 198,000 first doses as scheduled next week.
“Districts are reaching out to people who had appointments that were cancelled and need to be rescheduled,” Nydam said.
Georgia and other states are racing to vaccinate as many at-risk people as possible ahead of more infectious strains of the coronavirus. COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations in Georgia are falling, but deaths remain near record highs as people succumb to infections developed during a brutal third wave of the virus.
But supplies of vaccine remain constrained compared to demand.
The DeKalb County Board of Health was forced to reschedule second doses of the Moderna vaccine for several days this week. Eric Nickens, a spokesman for the DeKalb health agency, said affected residents will be notified when the county can fulfill those doses.
Cobb & Douglas Public Health announced it would postpone appointments Saturday and Monday because of the shipping disruption. The agency said on its website that residents whose appointments were canceled will be first in line for appointments this coming week when doses arrive, and residents will be contacted by email, text message or telephone.
People in Phase 1A-plus, including those 65 and older, their caregivers, first responders and health workers, are currently eligible to receive the vaccine in Georgia. Gov. Brian Kemp said Thursday the state will be finalizing plans for expanded vaccine criteria in the next two weeks as the federal government has promised to increase allotments in the weeks and months ahead.
On Thursday, state officials announced plans to open vaccination sites in Albany, Clayton County, Macon and near Clarkesville in the North Georgia Mountains, with a goal of administering 22,000 combined doses per week. Those facilities, which will open Monday, are designed to expand as vaccine allotments grow and are critical parts of a state plan to ramp up inoculations.
“We didn’t build and design these state sites for 22,000 doses, we’re designing them for way more than that depending on what that supply is,” Kemp said.
Nationally and in Georgia, whites have received a disproportionately high rate of vaccine doses, while Black residents have trailed.
Kemp said the locations selected were designed to reach minority communities, particularly in Clayton County near the Atlanta airport, which has lagged other metro counties.
Kemp said additional state sites are expected as vaccine allotments grow.
DPH reported nearly 1.7 million vaccine doses had been administered through Friday afternoon, including 544,464 second doses.
On Friday, Georgia surpassed 800,000 confirmed cases of COVID-19. Including suspected cases, the state is nearing 1 million since the start of the pandemic.
The seven-day rolling average of confirmed and suspected cases was 3,334 on Friday, down 66% since the third wave peaked Jan. 11. There were 2,503 COVID-19 patients hospitalized in Georgia as of 4 p.m. Friday, down by 56% from the peak.
But the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention projects that the virus strain first identified in the U.K. could become the dominant one in the U.S. by next month. The strain is more infectious and potentially more deadly, adding urgency to the vaccination effort.
Georgians can register for vaccinations at the state sites at https://myvaccinegeorgia.com. Those not yet eligible can sign up for email updates to notify residents when they can get a vaccine.
In a further effort to reach at-risk seniors, DPH and the state Department of Human Services launched a joint effort this week to assist certain seniors in obtaining vaccinations.
The state agencies and local Area Agencies on Aging announced they will work with older adults who are currently enrolled in home and community-based service programs, such as meal delivery and personal care assistance. There are about 33,000 seniors enrolled in such programs statewide.
The agencies will assist these seniors with vaccine registration, transportation to get shots and assistance with setting up and receiving second doses.

Dunwoody daycare owner charged with murder denied bond, now facing additional counts of child cruelty – 11Alive
By Joe Henke
45-year-old daycare owner Amanda Hickey was denied bond on Feb. 18 by DeKalb County Judge Stacey K. Hydrick.
DUNWOODY, Ga. — A Dunwoody daycare owner was denied bond during a hearing Thursday and court records show she is also now facing several more felony charges for alleged child cruelty.
Amanda Hickey was originally arrested on Feb. 5 by Dunwoody Police for a charge of felony murder and a single count of 2nd-degree child cruelty, following the death of a 4-month-old boy.
Police said on Feb. 3, Dunwoody officers along with the DeKalb County Fire Department were called to Hickey's home on Leisure Lane, where she was providing daycare for infants and toddlers under the name of Little Lovey daycare. Police reports detail Hickey stating she found the 4-month-old unresponsive.
"Officers arrived within minutes and began resuscitation efforts on the four-month-old infant," police said in the news release. "DeKalb County Paramedics arrived and transported the infant to an area hospital where the infant was later pronounced deceased."
According to Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning (DECAL) spokesperson Reg Griffin, Hickey reported the incident herself and said that the child was sleeping in a crib for a nap and was later found unresponsive.
However, the next day the department received a complaint from the Georgia Division of Family and Children Services (DFCS) about a child's death at the same location.
During her bond hearing Thursday, prosecutors described the four additional counts of child cruelty Hickey is now charged with.  The counts are described in warrants obtained by 11Alive and are based on video recordings from within the daycare on the same day as the 4-month-old boy's death, according to an officer with the Dunwoody Police department.
The warrants describe four separate incidents involving four other children.
In one warrant Hickey is accused of holding a 7-month-old with one hand by the child’s leg and letting go of him while he was upside down. “The infant then falls onto his face and head into the bottom of the pack and play,” the investigator wrote in the warrant.
In a second warrant, Hickey is accused of handling a 14-month-old with force on two occasions. First, the officer writes she grabbed the child by the shoulder and “forces the infant to lay down, by shoving her forward where the infant's face hits the mesh wall of the pack and play. This was done with such force the pack and play shifts.”
On the same date and involving the same child, the officer claims Hickey entered the room, grabbed a “fist full” of the 14-month-old’s hair, and forced the “infant to lay down by pulling the infant by the hair forward and downward. The infant strikes the bottom of the pack and play.” The defendant is also seen “carrying the infant by the neck and arm causing the infant’s face to turn red.”
In a third warrant, Hickey is described as feeding a 10-month-old, then picking him up by one arm and setting him on the floor in front of her “with force,” as the child lands on his side. Then the officer describes Hickey lifting the child off the floor again by one arm, swinging him forward and releasing him “causing the infant's head, neck and upper back to strike the hard surface. It's obvious the child is screaming at the time” the warrant reads.
In the fourth warrant, an interaction between a 6-month old and Hickey is described, where she picks up the child with her hands under the infant’s armpits. As she raises the child up Hickey is accused of twice shaking the child in an “up and down motion.” She then according to an investigator drops the infant into a bouncer and drops a blanket on top of the bouncer and infant. The investigator wrote, “The infant is left there crying.”
Hickey's initial warrant for the murder charge that led to her arrest presents the evidence police claim details the death of the 4-month-old boy. 
In the warrant for the murder charge, a Dunwoody Police investigator writes, Hickey "placed him in the pack and play at 1:05 but did not check on him until 3:45 when he was found unresponsive. She told the detective that she put him on his back in the pack and play. She stated he must have rolled over. She stated she was trained to put children face up. The video shows her putting him down face down. He does crawl a bit but stopped around 1:45."
In a police report, Hickey is quoted as describing how she recalled the incident playing out. 
The incident report details Hickey telling officers she put a 4-month-old boy down for a nap inside a playpen with a thin mattress. In the incident report, Hickey claims she placed the boy down on his back. An officer wrote Hickey returned to the bedroom and found the boy laying "belly down in the bed." The officer states Hickey said she wasn't immediately alarmed because the boy's mother, according to Hickey, had mentioned: "he had rolled over for the first time" earlier the same week.
Hickey then noticed the boy wasn't responsive and, according to the report, called 911, started CPR, and yelled to her husband for help. 
Currently, Hickey's Little Lovey daycare is closed.
Following the child's death, the state ordered an emergency closure of the facility. Hickey had 48-hours to appeal the order, but according to a spokesman for DECAL Hickey didn't file an appeal. 
As of Feb. 10, according to the spokesman, Little Lovey "will be closed for the next 21 days while we continue to investigate the child death that occurred there on February 3. 2021.  If we determine revoking her license is necessary, the program will remain closed until a hearing is held before an administrative law judge."
Editor's note: The story has been edited to clarify that the child who died was four months old. 

Second Harvest now offers child nutrition boxes – Valdosta Daily Times
By Amanda Usher 
VALDOSTA – Thanks to a state grant, Second Harvest of South Georgia can get more food to children in the local community.
The Georgia Nutrition Assistance Program, a newly implemented food program, is funded via a grant from the Georgia General Assembly and the Department of Human Services.
It affords state food banks the opportunity to provide food to eligible families who have children, said Eliza McCall, Second Harvest chief marketing officer.
The grant is being used locally to create Child Nutrition Packs, which are pantry boxes. They include macaroni and cheese, spaghetti, peanut butter, canned chicken, ravioli and other items.
“Normally, we would put this food out exclusively through our partner agencies, but because of COVID, so many of them have had to change their hours drastically or some of them have closed their doors for obvious reasons,” she said, “so we needed to find another way to get this nutrition in the hands of families to make sure these kids get it.”
Second Harvest decided to distribute the food boxes during its monthly grocery distributions in Thomasville, Tifton and Valdosta.
“It was born out of necessity because we needed to get the food to the kids and this seems the best way to do it for now,” McCall said. “ … Our goal is to get this food to as many kids as possible.”
Though the pandemic has been difficult, she said food insecurity among children has always been a significant issue.
The ratio for children living in a home with no stable food source is one in four, McCall said.
“When you complicate that with children being home because they’re virtual learning or children being home because they are quarantined for various reasons, it’s essential that we get these boxes to these families to make sure that kids are getting the nutrition they need,” she said.
The first GNAP giveaway is 7:30 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 19, at Thomasville Central County High School, 4686 US-84, in Thomasville.
Then, the agency will distribute the nutrition packs at 7:30 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 27, at Valdosta High School, 4590 Inner Perimeter Road, in Valdosta.
Eligible families are those receiving or transitioning off of Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, receiving Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program or EBT benefits, qualifying for PeachCare for Kids, receiving free or reduced school lunches or living in public housing or Section 8 housing.
Criteria also includes families with children living in their home who are 17 years old or younger, residents who make $8 per hour or less, families who receive benefits through the Emergency Food Assistance Program, residents who get Medicaid, as well as Women, Infant and Children’s benefits.
Proof of eligibility must be shown at the distributions such as a PeachCare for Kids card, an EBT food stamp card or a student identification card for a local school system.
Forms must be completed at the distribution.
McCall said food items available in each box will vary depending on inventory so no two boxes may look the same.
They’ll be donated on a first-come, first-serve basis, one per eligible household, not per child, at two households per car maximum, according to organizers.
The agency asks no one arrive at the food distributions prior to 4:30 a.m. Food is available as supplies last.
Call (888) 453-4143 for more information.

DHS, DPH and Local Agencies Helping Seniors Get COVID Vaccine in Georgia – All on Georgia 

The Department of Human Services (DHS), Department of Public Health (DPH), and local Area Agencies on Aging (AAAs) are joining together to ensure vulnerable seniors in Georgia have access to the COVID-19 vaccine. Together they will be helping older adults sign up for and coordinate transportation to vaccination appointments across the state.
“This partnership is a great example of the way Georgia is answering the call to protect its residents from COVID-19 and get vulnerable populations vaccinated,” Gov. Brian P. Kemp said.
Georgia is currently in Phase 1A+ of its vaccination administration plan, which allows for people age 65 and older and their caregivers to be vaccinated. The 12 AAAs, which are part of the DHS Division of Aging Services network, will work with DPH’s 18 public health districts to make contact with local seniors and plan vaccination events at senior centers and other safe community settings.
“Vaccination is so important for people aged 65 and older, but for those without a social support system to help them navigate a website, getting a vaccine can be extremely difficult,” said Kathleen E. Toomey, M.D., M.P.H., commissioner, Georgia Department of Public Health. “This collaboration with DHS and AAAs demonstrates our collective ability to get the vaccine to the vulnerable individuals in Georgia who need it most.”
This month, AAAs are beginning to reach out to seniors and their caregivers who are currently enrolled in services through Home and Community Based Service programs, which include services like home-delivered meals, personal care assistance and respite care, as well as those who have contacted the Aging & Disability Resource Connection (ADRC), which provides information on and referrals to local services and programs for older adults and people with disabilities.
AAA and senior center staff will assist seniors with the registration process to sign up for local vaccination events and follow-up appointments for second dose vaccinations. Vaccination events require pre-registration. There is no availability for walk-ins. AAAs will also assist with coordinating transportation for home-bound seniors needing assistance to and from their vaccination appointments.
“The COVID-19 virus has affected older adults so significantly that many seniors have had to cut themselves off from their families and communities to stay safe,” DHS Commissioner Robyn A. Crittenden said. “This partnership with DPH to help in the vaccination process is so important so we can keep our seniors safe and reconnect them with more in-person services and activities.”
To contact your local AAA, please visit aging.georgia.gov. For other resources for older adults, please contact the ADRC at https://www.georgiaadrc.com/findservices.
For information about COVID-19, visit https://dph.georgia.gov/novelcoronavirus or https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html.


National News    
Amazon offers Prime discounts for EBT and Medicaid cardholders – WRBL

BATON ROUGE, La. (BR Proud) — Low-income individuals and families can save $7 on monthly memberships to Amazon’s two-day shipping service. The discount results in an end cost of $5.99 per month.
Anyone with an Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) card due to a government assisted program, such as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) or the Women, Infants and Children (WIC) program, can sign up for Amazon’s Prime discount. Medicaid recipients are also eligible.
As an Amazon Prime member, the first 30-days are free including free two-day shipping on 100 million items and discounts on diapers and baby food.
A Prime membership also provides access to thousands of movies, TV shows and music to stream online or download, plus unlimited access to over a thousand top Kindle books and more.
After the 30 day trial ends, customers must verify their account with a valid EBT or Medicaid card in order to access the discount of $5.99 per month.

