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‘Religious liberty’ adoption bill fans debate in Georgia — Atlanta Journal Constitution
By Tamar Hallerman and Maya T. Prabhu

Acworth real estate agent Zach Greene-Herrick knew he wanted kids since he was a teenager. So it was hard not to be discouraged when he and husband Kevin Herrick were turned away by adoption agencies unwilling to work with same-sex couples as they looked to expand their family in 2015.

“It was pretty traumatic and nerve-racking,” said Greene-Herrick. “‘Are we sure Georgia is where we want to live?’ was definitely a thought that was thrown around.”
Eventually the couple found an LGBTQ-friendly adoption organization, Atlanta-based Families First, that helped match them with their son Richard, now 14, and a pair of brothers the Herricks are currently in the process of adopting.

Opponents of a “religious liberty” bill filed last week in the state Senate warn it could further discourage families like the Herricks from adopting by codifying ambiguities in Georgia law already allowing agencies to reject prospective parents on religious grounds.
They also say the measure’s reach could stretch far beyond the gay community, potentially affecting single people, atheists and religious minorities looking to adopt — or at least sending a message that they’re less welcome.

State Sen. Marty Harbin, sponsor of Senate Bill 368, said the legislation will lead to more children being placed in loving homes, not fewer, by attracting child placement groups previously concerned their religious views wouldn’t be protected in Georgia.

“We should have as many options as there can be,” Harbin said. “It doesn’t take away anything from anybody but it preserves the rights of those that are there.”

Similar legislation was shelved in 2018, but some observers think conservative Georgia political leaders could be receptive to the effort less than a year after Gov. Brian Kemp signed a sweeping anti-abortion bill into law, especially with a high-stakes election around the corner.

‘Hostile message’
Today, adoption agencies contracting with the state of Georgia can turn down same-sex couples because neither the state nor the federal government protects against discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity.

Melissa Carter, executive director for the Barton Child Law and Policy Center at Emory University, said no faith-based provider in Georgia has been denied a license because of their religious convictions.

Carter said the potential effects of the Harbin bill are murky but warned it could give groups leeway to discriminate.
“This bill really just amounts to kind of a hostile message that…will only serve to discourage people from stepping up to help the children in need that our system and state is required to serve,” said Carter. She said the measure could also harm LGBTQ children waiting to be adopted.

Critics of faith-based adoption laws have raised questions about how effective other states’ initiatives have been and pointed to studies that show same-sex couples are significantly more likely than others to adopt or foster children.

Proponents, meanwhile, praised Harbin’s bill for potentially opening the door to more children being placed into permanent loving homes.

“Faith-based agencies have very strong core doctrinal values and they should not be penalized for it,” said Tom Smiley, pastor of Lakewood Baptist Church in Gainesville. “My role in this is not to be against anybody, it’s to support and encourage faith-based adoption agencies so they can continue to be part of this very important institution.”

Smiley’s church assists adoptive and foster care families once children have been placed.
Kemp has proposed changes aimed at encouraging more people to adopt children out of foster care. (Not all adopted children go through the foster care system; some are adopted through private channels or internationally.)

While Harbin’s bill is separate from Kemp’s initiative, the two could merge later in the legislative session. Despite Harbin’s measure having the support of Senate GOP leaders, House Speaker David Ralston recently declined to comment on the bill’s fate in the chamber.

Kemp, a social conservative, has not closed the door to such legislation. The Republican previously told The Atlanta Journal-Constitution he would not try to preemptively block legislation that would allow agencies to refuse to work with LGBTQ people, but deal with the issue “when the time comes.”

Ending discrimination
Georgia’s political leaders have tangled over multiple religious freedom initiatives for the better part of the last decade. Faith-based and other conservative groups argue they’re necessary to protect their closely held religious beliefs, while business organizations like the Georgia Chamber and Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce warn such legislation will harm the state’s welcoming reputation. 

Proponents have received backing from President Donald Trump, who won the White House with overwhelming support from evangelicals. In early 2019, his administration granted permission to a South Carolina ministry to participate in a federally funded foster care program even though it only works with Christian couples, a fight that’s since shifted to the courts.
Supporters of Harbin’s measure say it doesn’t bar gay couples or others from adopting children elsewhere and that the bill is merely expanding options for birth parents who care about keeping their child in a particular faith.

“This doesn’t in any way prohibit those that may disagree with (faith-based adoption agencies) from going anywhere else and being a part of an adoption process,” said Mike Griffin, a lobbyist with Georgia Baptist Mission Board. “This is about making sure that faith-based agencies are not discriminated against.”
Lakewood Baptist Church’s Smiley said between 10 and 20 families in his congregation have adopted children in the past few years. Birth mothers often have a list of stipulations about where their child ends up, he said — including the adoptive parents’ religious beliefs.

Smiley said those women wanted their children to be in Christian homes with families who “held to traditional Christian faith.” The families declined to be interviewed for this article.

‘Shot at a different life’
The legislative debate hits close to home for Morgan Hayes.
Hayes was a college student in Savannah in 2004, when Georgians voted resoundingly to approve a constitutional amendment banning gay marriage, a move that “put me back in the closet for another three years.”

The marketing professional came out and eventually moved to Oregon, where she met her wife, Lyndsay. In 2017, the couple adopted their then-10-year-old daughter out of foster care.
“The more negativity that we throw out and state that this whole community is somehow lesser than other people, kids hear that,” said Hayes, who now lives in Johns Creek.

In Acworth, Greene-Herrick is concerned about the children in the foster care system who risk “falling through the cracks” in an already backlogged system. He pointed to his son Richard, who arrived in the Herricks’ care nearly three years ago with an undiagnosed case of dyslexia and an eyeglass prescription that was double what it should be. None of the people in Richard’s life prior to that had noticed — or taken the time to fix it.

“It is so much better for these children to be adopted, regardless if it’s a same-sex couple or not, than to stay in foster care,” Greene-Herrick said. “They get a shot at a different life. So to restrict anybody is just absurd.”

AJC EXCLUSIVE: As state struggles to protect seniors, agency mum on more inspectors
 — Atlanta Journal Constitution
By Brad Schrade and Carrie Teegardin

The cornerstone of Georgia’s program to protect seniors in assisted living and personal care homes is a platoon of state employees that licenses and inspects facilities and investigates complaints of abuse and neglect.

But that team of 21 Department of Community Health inspectors has struggled to keep up with an expanding workload. The department’s top facility regulator acknowledged the strains in December 2018, saying the state needs more resources and inspectors to help enforce safety rules and protect vulnerable adults across a system of more than 2,600 state-licensed facilities, including some 400 assisted living and large personal care homes that cater to seniors. These inspectors also have to help investigative often-dangerous unlicensed homes, too.

Fast forward 14 months and the department has changed its tune even as the problems persist.
Agency officials now won’t discuss the need for additional inspectors amid Gov. Brian Kemp’s proposed budget cuts across state government. In hearings before lawmakers in recent weeks, DCH Commissioner Frank W. Berry has been asked by lawmakers about breakdowns in care at the state’s senior care facilities and what his department needs to improve oversight. Each time, he has sidestepped questions about whether the agency needs additional resources.
State Sen. Nan Orrock, D-Atlanta, who sits on the Senate Appropriations Community Health subcommittee, was the latest lawmaker to press Berry for answers and ask what he needs to “turn this ship around.”

“The data is pretty staggering and these are people’s loved ones,” Orrock said. “Protecting the citizens of the state is the government’s responsibility.”

Berry tacitly acknowledged that his answer would leave some unsatisfied.
“I’m not prepared to come to you and ask for more staff if I can’t tell you definitively that I have to have more staff,” Berry told the subcommittee on Monday. “And so I know that may not be the answer that you were hoping for or looking for, but that’s my take on it right now.”

Berry’s position has concerned advocates for the elderly who this week will be talking with lawmakers as part of the annual Senior Week events at the state capitol. Hundreds of senior activists from across Georgia will visit their elected officials at the Gold Dome Wednesday and Thursday. High on their agenda is pressing the case for improving protections for residents of the senior care facilities.

 “Having more surveyors around the state who are able to respond is absolutely essential,” said Melanie McNeil, Georgia’s long term care ombudsman. “We don’t have that now. Harm happens when facilities aren’t held accountable in a timely way. Common sense tells you we need more surveyors available to handle this vulnerable population.”

Those concerns were echoed last week in a public hearing before the House Appropriations Health subcommittee. Advocates for the elderly urged lawmakers to fund improvements to the oversight system. The comments came as advocates have grown increasingly anxious that the state budget squeeze could undercut reform efforts necessary to protect seniors.

One of those who testified was Kathy Floyd, executive director of the Georgia Council on Aging. Both McNeil and Floyd were among more than a dozen advocates and industry leaders present at the December 2018 meeting where DCH’s healthcare facility regulation chief Melanie Simon outlined the staffing shortages in a PowerPoint presentation.

Floyd recounted that meeting last week to lawmakers as she urged the legislature to fund more regulator positions so inspections can get completed in a timely fashion and the public can get access to critical information.

“They definitely needed more staff in order to regulate assisted living and personal care homes,” Floyd said.

DCH has struggled with a clear explanation for the change in its position about staffing. Berry had no answer after Monday’s senate committee meeting. A department spokesman followed up later Monday, explaining that the 2018 presentation was related to a statewide elder abuse task force initiative that has not spread as quickly as anticipated.

The agency spokesman said in an email statement that the department is focused on a “pressing need” to fill vacancies in the nursing home inspection program and has “emphasized” that in the FY 2020 budget. By contrast, all but one of the allotted 22 inspector positions in the inspection program that includes assisted living and personal care homes are filled. That program has about one staff position for every 95 licensed facilities.

High Museum adds additional programming for the young at heart — Atlanta Journal Constitution 
By Courtney Kueppers

New lineup of programming at Atlanta’s High Museum of Art aimed at bringing seniors to the museum
 
A new lineup of programming at Atlanta’s flagship art museum looks to make art accessible at every age.

With new events, the High Museum of Art is focusing on bringing more age groups in the door. (The art museum already has a steady stream of events aimed specifically at youngsters, but these are more designed for the young at heart).

The events — which are open to everyone, but aimed specifically at seniors — include Masterworks & Mindfulness, Speaking of Art and From Paintings to Petals.

“Social isolation is a big challenge for older adults. The loss of friends and family or having to leave your home, neighborhood and community is underappreciated,” the High’s Laurel Humble told ArtsATL.

“Our goal is to create a space where patrons can absorb information and feel intellectually stimulated,” Humble told the outlet. “Simply trying something new and coming together around a shared interest can be life-changing at any age.”

﻿Masterworks & Mindfulness
1:30-2:30, Tuesday, Feb. 18
Additional upcoming dates: March 17, April 21, May 19
Meet in the museum’s Taylor Lobby
$10 for members, $20 for nonmembers
Mindfulness practitioner Charisse M. Williams will lead visitors through the High’s permanent collection. She’ll provide tips on how to see the artwork with a new perspective. Visitors will also learn about relaxing your mind and body.
“This program is for anyone who wants to slow down, learn more about mindfulness, and experience the High Museum in a new way. No experience is required. Just come as you are, and leave feeling recharged,” according to a post on the museum’s website.

Speaking of Art: From Meissen to Molly Hatch!﻿
1:30-3 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 25
Meet in the museum’s Taylor Lobby
$10 for members, $20 for nonmembers
The event gives visitors a chance to discuss some of the museum’s most complex pieces. It’s “perfect for all adult art lovers interested in learning skills to enhance your museum experience and deepen your appreciation of art,” the museum notes on its website. 
The event culminates at Molly Hatch’s “Physic Garden,” where the guide will help visits understand the inspiration and process behind the artwork.
﻿
From Paintings to Petals: The Fine Art of Floral Arranging Impressionism and Post-Impressionism﻿
12:30-2:30,  Tuesday, March 10
Meet in the museum’s Robinson Atrium
$60 for members, $70 for nonmembers
First, take a look at some of the High’s collections featuring flowers. Then, put the inspiration to work. Admission to the event includes materials, a complimentary vase and some refreshments.

Kemp begins rolling out Georgia foster care overhaul bills — Atlanta Journal Constitution
By Maya T. Prabhu 

Gov. Brian Kemp has begun rolling out several pieces of legislation that aim to overhaul the state’s foster care system, starting by encouraging more Georgians to care for children in need by making it easier to hire child care.

A trio of bills were filed in the House last week that begin to shape Kemp’s plans for the changes he believes need to be made to improve the state’s foster care program.
Kemp said after signing last year’s legislation that would limit access to abortion in Georgia that he wants to ensure the expected uptick in the number of children being born is taken care of.

“As a pro-life governor, I am proud of our efforts to protect the unborn,” Kemp said in a statement. “Now, we must champion the most vulnerable among us when they leave the delivery room.”
Three bills in a package of legislation have been filed so far.

House Bill 912 would allow foster parents to leave children in their care with a babysitter for up to three days without having to get approval through the state Division of Family and Children Services. Current law limits that time to two days.

House Bill 913 would drop the age requirement for potential adoptive parents from 25 to 21. A third bill, House Bill 911, would make it illegal for a foster parent to engage in a sexual activity with those in their care, closing a loophole the legislation’s sponsor said exists once a child in foster care turns 16 — Georgia’s legal age of consent.

Reyahd Kazmi with the National Youth Advocate Program said the biggest challenge for foster parents is the low daily payments, but he welcomed the other changes being addressed.
“We commend Gov. Kemp and his administration on the proposed changes they’ve outlined as we believe they will benefit not only foster parents and the system generally, but most importantly, the children, youth, and families of Georgia who are served by our organization and others,” Kazmi said in an email.

Kemp said the goal of the legislation is to build upon the changes made to the state’s adoption system in 2018. That legislation was focused on reducing adoption waiting times, legalizing the reimbursement of birth mothers for their expenses in private adoptions, banning middlemen who profit from arranging adoptions and simplifying out-of-state adoptions.

“Our aim is clear: keep our kids safe, encourage adoption and ensure that every young Georgian can live in a safe, happy and loving home,” he said.

Acworth Republican state Rep. Ed Setzler, who is sponsoring HB 911, said the goal of the package of legislation is to make foster care and adoption in Georgia the “best in the nation.”
State Rep. Bert Reeves, the Marietta Republican who shepherded the 2018 adoption overhaul, said some of this year’s legislation is aimed at making small changes that make life easier for both foster parents and children in foster care.

Reeves said HB 912, which he is sponsoring, aims to make it easier for foster parents to take a weekend trip or handle an out-of-town emergency without submitting the person providing child care to the DFCS approval process — which can range from undergoing a background check to the agency inspecting the home. The child care provider would have to be at least 18 years old.
Setzler said he filed HB 911 to close “potentially dangerous loopholes” where there currently is no legal recourse if a foster parent has sexual contact with a child in his or her care. The legislation imposes penalties depending on the extent of the offense, up to 25 years in prison and up to $100,000 in fines when the child is older than 16.

“We treasure the foster parents in our state,” Setzler said. “But it’s our job as a Legislature to be mindful of the rare circumstances when those things happen, that we’ve got the legal provisions in place to cut that off and hold them accountable.”

More legislation is in the works, including a proposal to increase the tax credit for adoptions out of the state foster care system from $2,000 to $6,000 for the first five years. The incentive would then drop back to $2,000 a year until the child turns 18.

“Fostering a child is a very special calling, and we need to empower more people to answer that call,” said Reeves, who often introduces bills in the governor’s behalf. “We also need to do a better job of making life as easy as possible for those who have already answered that calling. We’re trying to simplify some of these unnecessarily complicated things.”

'Designated huggers' visit Georgia seniors ahead of Valentine’s Day
 — Atlanta Journal Constitution
By Courtney Kueppers

Across Georgia, team of ‘huggers’ will visit seniors to give a hug and spread some love

Loneliness is extensive in America — in fact, most Americans report feeling lonely. However, it can be even more pervasive among elderly people. 
Which is why a group of volunteers in metro Atlanta have made it their mission to spread a little love ahead of Valentine’s Day. 

Visiting Angels, a nationwide network that provides in-home care for seniors, started its hugging campaign in the days leading up to Valentine’s Day.
Across Georgia, volunteers will visit retirement homes, hospitals and rehabilitation centers to give a hug and spread some love.

One of the locations included Sterling Estates Retirement Community in Cobb County, where caregivers wearing “designated hugger” shirts visited with residents, according to reporting done by 11Alive.

"I think it's one of the most meaningful things you can do for another living person, another human being. Just caring about them in that way. And not enough people do it," Matthew Onofrey, with Visiting Angels, told the TV station.
Studies have shown that physical touch is important for overall health.
“Touch can also be reassuring and calming for a person in distress, since it can communicate an offer of support and empathy,” according to Medical News Today.

Research has shown that the hugs can make people feel better, regardless of age, gender or martial status.

“Offering a reassuring hug to a person who is in pain or feeling down can actually benefit both the receiver and the giver; both people involved in the interaction experience more positive emotions and feel more strongly connected to each other,” Medical News Today reports. 

Coweta chosen as a Georgia ‘State of Hope’ site —The Newnan Times-Herald
By Laurel Huster

Coweta County has been chosen as an emerging site for the Georgia Division of Family and Children Services’ “State of Hope” initiative.

“State of Hope” encourages nonprofits, philanthropies, government, businesses and communities to collaborate closely to build local safety nets that will prevent conditions that contribute to disparities in education, threaten a family’s self-sufficiency, and could lead to child abuse and neglect, according to www.dfcs.georgia.gov .

Bottom of Form
The initiative is a collaboration between Georgia Family Connection, Georgia DFCS and Georgia State University’s Andrew Young School of Social Work.

Linda Kirkpatrick, president of Family Patterns Matter, said she had received an email about the initiative and began to look into creating a program in Coweta.

Kirkpatrick said she reached out to the Coweta County DFCS Director Gretchen Cleveland, who said she should apply for the program. Family Patterns Matter was then chosen as an emerging site for the initiative.

Family Patterns Matter is currently the only host group for “State of Hope” in DFCS Region 4. The goal is for there to be 14 Regions of Hope across Georgia, with multiple sites in each region, according to www.dfcs.georgia.gov .

To become an official site, Kirkpatrick said Family Patterns Matter has to come up with a plan for who they want to serve in the community and how they will do so.

Family Patterns Matter, along with other community groups involved, has chosen the Department of Juvenile Justice as their focus. They are currently meeting to make a plan on how they will use the “State of Hope” initiative in the community.

Kirkpatrick said she hopes they will have a plan on implementing the program by June.
She said other organizations who want to be involved can contact Family Patterns Matter at familypatternsmatter@gmail.com .
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Trump’s $4.8 Trillion Budget Would Cut Safety Net Programs and Boost Defense
 — The New York Times
By Jim Tankersley, Margot Sanger-Katz, Alan Rappeport and Emily Cochrane

The budget, while largely a messaging document, reflects the administration’s spending priorities’ stark contrast with the president’s Democratic rivals.

WASHINGTON — President Trump released a $4.8 trillion budget proposal on Monday that includes a familiar list of deep cuts to student loan assistance, affordable housing efforts, food stamps and Medicaid, reflecting Mr. Trump’s election-year effort to continue shrinking the federal safety net.

The proposal, which is unlikely to be approved in its entirety by Congress, includes additional spending for the military, national defense and border enforcement, along with money for veterans, Mr. Trump’s Space Force initiative and an extension of the individual income tax cuts that were set to expire in 2025. Its biggest reduction is an annual 2 percent decrease in spending on discretionary domestic programs, like education and environmental protection.
Speaking to the nation’s governors at the White House on Monday, Mr. Trump said that his budget proposal would bolster the United States military and nuclear arsenal and bring the deficit close to zero in “not that long a period of time.”

However, Mr. Trump’s budget does not estimate wiping out the deficit until 2035 and gets there only through rosy assumptions about economic growth — an area where the administration’s past predictions have proved to be overconfident — and the continued ability of the government to borrow money at rock-bottom rates. It also projects adding $3.4 trillion to the national debt by 2024, at the end of a potential second Trump term.

Despite the hefty borrowing, Mr. Trump’s budget does not detail another round of tax cuts that his administration has suggested he will pursue if he wins re-election. Instead, it extends for 10 years the expiring cuts contained in the tax overhaul Mr. Trump signed in 2017, at an estimated revenue loss of about $1.4 trillion. The budget also assumes large amounts of new military spending, including $3.2 billion — a $459 million increase — to help develop a high-speed weapon capable of evading missile defense systems and $18 billion for the newly established Space Force.

“We’re going to have a very good budget with a very powerful military budget, because we have no choice,” he said, adding that he was aiming to reduce spending by rooting out “waste and fraud.”

The White House budget is largely a messaging document that reflects the administration’s spending priorities. While Monday’s proposal is similar to the president’s previous requests, it is a stark contrast with his leading Democratic rivals for the White House, who have proposed large tax increases on the rich and expansions of government efforts to provide health care, education, affordable housing and aid for the poor.

For instance, at a time when many Democratic candidates are proposing sweeping efforts to forgive student loan debt and make some or all public colleges tuition-free, Mr. Trump’s budget again recommends eliminating subsidized federal student loans and ending the public service loan program. The program is an incentive for teachers, police officers, government workers and other public servants that cancels their remaining federal student loans after a decade of payments. Those proposals were in last year’s budget, but Congress did not adopt them.
The budget also calls for the creation of a single income-driven loan repayment program, to replace what has become a confusing jumble of different payment plans. Under the administration’s plan, borrowers would pay 12.5 percent of their discretionary income toward their loans, instead of the 10 percent many currently pay.

The administration would drastically change the way states are allocated funding for programs that support disadvantaged K-12 students. The budget proposes consolidating 29 programs into a $19.4 billion block grant that would dispense funding to states, who would then determine how to use it. Among the programs that would be zeroed out to fund the grant are 21st Century Community Learning Centers, which funds after-school programs for low-income students; funding for programs in rural schools and magnet schools; and funding for homeless and migrant students.

The measure would overhaul the role of the Education Department, reducing its staff and administrative costs, and “empower states and districts to decide how to best use federal funds to meet the needs of their students,” the department’s budget said.
The budget also proposes creating an entirely new agency to police tobacco, moving that responsibility out of the Food and Drug Administration and into the Department of Health and Human Services.

The proposal is also notable for what it did not include. In previous years, Mr. Trump’s budget has proposed repealing the Affordable Care Act and replacing it with a system that would provide block grants of funding to states with far fewer rules about how the money should be spent. The new budget backs away from that approach. It leaves the law’s funding in place but asks Congress to develop policies that would “advance the president’s health reform vision,” with a corresponding price tag, which it says would save $844 billion over the decade.
The budget’s approach to health care is particularly striking given the administration’s actions in court. The White House has joined a lawsuit brought by a group of Republican states that would seek to invalidate all of the Affordable Care Act. The Supreme Court is deciding whether it will take up that case or allow the lower courts to continue reviewing it. The president has repeatedly promised to release a health care plan that could be deployed if he wins in court but has yet to do so.

It still makes major changes to health care programs, including several that would tend to lower federal spending on Medicaid, by reducing the share of medical bills the federal government will pay for the Obamacare expansion population and imposing new requirements on beneficiaries who wish to enroll. All together, it proposed combined cuts to spending in Medicaid and Affordable Care Act subsidies that equal a trillion dollars — cuts that would mean substantial program changes.

Democratic candidates, in contrast, have offered detailed plans, which typically cost trillions of dollars raised via new taxes on corporations and the rich, to expand health care coverage and reduce costs for American patients. Health care remains a top issue for many of Mr. Trump’s supporters, while Democrats’ “Medicare for all” plans have fared well in many opinion polls.

Democrats dismissed the budget out of hand and vowed to prevent the changes from going into effect. Speaker Nancy Pelosi of California accused Mr. Trump of “a complete reversal of the promises he made in the campaign and a contradiction of the statements he made at the State of the Union.”

Representative Richard E. Neal of Massachusetts, the House Ways and Means Committee chairman, said that when he saw the budget, “I felt an immense sense of relief — relief that there is absolutely no chance of his ruthless cuts to critical programs ever becoming law.”
The budget maintains the administration’s tradition of highly optimistic economic growth forecasts, which have not borne out the past two years. Even then, it would leave the federal budget deficit only slightly smaller at the end of a possible second term for Mr. Trump, in 2024, than it was the year before he took office.

In what Mr. Trump said was an attempt to “put our nation on a fiscally sustainable course,” he proposed reducing a scheduled pay raise for civilian federal workers in 2021 to 1 percent from 2.5 percent. Congress can set its own levels in spending bills later this year.
While Republicans have made relatively little noise about the ballooning federal deficit since Mr. Trump took office, some lawmakers suggested on Monday that the budget would not pass muster with fiscal conservatives.

“Presidents’ budgets are a reflection of administration priorities, but in the end, they are just a list of suggestions, as the power of the purse rests with Congress,” said Senator Michael B. Enzi, Republican of Wyoming and the chairman of the Senate Budget Committee. “Bipartisan consensus will be necessary to bring our debt and deficits under control. I hope to work with my colleagues on both sides of the aisle to put our country on a more sustainable fiscal course.”
Senator Kevin Cramer, Republican of North Dakota, sent out two statements that, while initially complimentary of Mr. Trump’s efforts to cut federal spending, voiced concern with cuts to both defense and agriculture programs. Mr. Cramer said he disagreed with a number of defense provisions, including “cuts to intelligence-gathering resources for our military.” He also said that cuts to certain farm programs “would save little but inflict severe pain in American agriculture.”

Democrats do not plan to release a separate budget proposal, pointing to the overall figures for military and nonmilitary spending approved in the summer’s bipartisan budget deal.
Mr. Trump’s budget avoids some hot-button issues that Democrats could seek to turn against the president in November — notably by not reducing Social Security or Medicare benefits. Most of the administration’s initiatives to save money on Medicare are cost-reduction proposals first offered under President Barack Obama.

In other areas, like climate policy, Mr. Trump continued to pick fights with Democrats in Congress and on the campaign trail.

The administration reserved some of its deepest cuts for the Environmental Protection Agency, which would face a 26 percent reduction in funding and the elimination of 50 programs that Mr. Trump deemed “wasteful” or duplicative. The budget would shrink the agency to funding levels it last saw during the 1990s and focus it on “core functions” like addressing lead exposure in water and revitalizing former toxic sites, while excluding efforts like beach cleanup. It does not mention climate change.

Congress has typically ignored the administration’s proposals for cuts to the agency. Democratic presidential candidates have proposed trillions of dollars in new spending to reduce carbon emissions and try to stem the resulting rise in global temperatures.

Administration officials appeared to make little effort on Monday to sell congressional Democrats on the budget’s proposals. They canceled a planned briefing for some Democratic staff members, two congressional aides said. One aide said it was because elements of the budget leaked Sunday night. A senior administration official confirmed the cancellation of the briefing because of the leaks, but a separate bipartisan, bicameral briefing remained scheduled.

Reporting was contributed by Lola Fadulu, Lisa Friedman and Erica L. Green from Washington, and Stacy Cowley from New York.


